
 

2.  Basic Information on Programmes and Courses 

 
 
2.1 Postgraduate Research Programmes 
 
The Graduate School offers research programmes leading to the degrees of PhD and MPhil.  All 
such degrees are only awarded by CUHK upon the endorsement of its Senate, based on 
recommendations made by the Academic Board of CUHK, Shenzhen, which recommendation is 
made upon the completion and its successful oral defense of a thesis by the students, in addition 
to other requirements that are prescribed. 
 
New programmes may be proposed by Graduate Panels/Schools/Units or initiated by the Academic 
Board in accordance with the strategic development of CUHK, Shenzhen.  Such initiatives may be 
driven by intellectual pursuits, international and societal developments, academic advancement, 
technological breakthrough or available resources.  Graduate Panels may also propose changes 
to existing programmes/courses to refresh or revitalize them.  The guidelines and procedures and 
a schedule for submission of programme proposals are available at http://gs.cuhk.edu.cn, and 
regular reminders are issued from time to time.  
   
2.2 Types of Research Postgraduate Programmes 
 
Two types of research postgraduate programmes, namely MPhil programmes and Articulated 
MPhil-PhD Programmes, are offered. Normally, Articulated MPhil-PhD Programmes are offered, 
allowing for exit either with a PhD or an MPhil.  However, in disciplines where doctoral studies are 
not available, then standalone MPhil Programmes are offered.  
 
Students seeking admission to an MPhil-PhD programme are required to indicate at the time of 
application the degree (MPhil or PhD) they wish to pursue.   
 
2.3 Graduate attributes of research postgraduate programmes 
 
CUHK, Shenzhen has clear expectations of its graduates.  The research programmes aim to 
educate researchers to embark on careers that would allow them to become world leaders in their 
fields, working as university professors, principal investigators in research institutes, senior 
managers in enterprises, or experts in other professions related to the pursuit and application of 
knowledge.  
 
Doctoral degree graduates are expected to have acquired in-depth knowledge in a number of major 
areas of an academic discipline while maintaining a broad understanding of other related fields.  
They should have accumulated enough educational experience and background learning to be 
capable of performing independent research to advance scholarship with global standards.  In 



particular, they should have the ability to identify research trends and opportunities, venture into 
new research areas when appropriate, define long-term research objectives, formulate original 
research problems, and originate and develop solution methodologies.  They should be capable of 
producing research output at a level that can either lead to publications in highly regarded 
scholastic venues, or to novel applications in relevant industrial, commercial, or other public sectors, 
or to other forms of useful knowledge transfer to society.  They should have gained proficiency in 
techniques of knowledge dissemination through presentation and writing, and some teaching 
experiences through leading student tutorials and acting as teaching assistants. 
 
Master’s degree graduates are expected to have acquired advanced knowledge in major areas of 
an academic discipline while maintaining a broad understanding of other related fields.  They 
should have gained enough background knowledge to enable them to perform research with 
minimal supervision.  In particular, they should have the ability to formulate individual research 
tasks and to develop solution methodologies under minimal supervision.  They should also be 
capable of producing original, innovative research output, some of which may lead to publication 
in well-respected scholastic venues.  They should have gained proficiency in techniques of 
knowledge dissemination through presentation and writing. 
 
For graduates at both doctoral and master’s level, communication and language skills at a level 
appropriate to university graduates are expected already at the time of admission.  In particular, 
fluent communication skills are expected in the language(s) essential to their research areas.  In 
general, a high level of proficiency in English is expected as it is commonly regarded as the default 
international language for research.  Ability in Chinese is normally expected and ability in other 
languages is encouraged.  They are also expected to attain appropriate life-long self-learning skills 
and engage in life-long learning.  
 
While whole-person development is not part of the formal education objective for most 
postgraduate programmes, graduates are expected to have already possessed attributes of first-
degree holders from CUHK, Shenzhen or other leading universities, e.g., in domains such as 
honesty and integrity, in particular academic honesty, critical and independent thinking, cultivation 
of global perspective, desire to serve society, communication and language skills, and others. 
 
2.4 Modes of study 
 
The mode of study of a student in a programme may be full-time or part-time.  The requirements 
are specified in Chapter 5. Part-time students have to make their own arrangements to attend 
classes, which are normally scheduled in day time.  
 
Application for change of study mode must be recommended by the Graduate Panel concerned 
and approved by the Dean of the Graduate School. 
 
The remaining normative and maximum periods of study for both full-time students changing to 
part-time and part-time students changing to full-time are computed based on the principle that 



time spent in part-time studies counts as 2/3 of that for full-time studies. 
 
2.5 Courses 
 
A research postgraduate programme includes course requirements.  Courses carry different 
number of units.  Besides the thesis, all RPg students are required to complete the number of units 
of courses specified in the respective study schemes. 
 
Courses are broadly divided into taught courses and research courses.  A typical 3-unit taught 
course is made up of three contact class hours per week throughout a teaching term.  For research 
courses, arrangements on duration, meeting frequency and venue are usually made between the 
student and his/her supervisor.  The general rule is that each unit is regarded as equivalent to 
approximately 3 hours of study/ research per week. 
 
It is expected that each taught course should have a Course Outline with expected learning 
outcomes (capabilities, knowledge, skills and values), as well as a broad (not necessarily 
exhaustive) specification of content, and the assessment scheme.  
 
2.6 Course code and sequence 
 
The course code comprises 3 letters of the alphabet and 4 numerals.  The first 3 letters stand for 
the subject (e.g. BIO for Biology). The first numeral stands for the level of study.  Courses at 
undergraduate level are coded 1000 to 4999, while those at postgraduate level are coded at 5000 
or above.  The definition for 5000 – 8000 level courses is detailed below: 
 

5000 Postgraduate Diploma/Master’s level or beginning doctoral level 
6000 Advanced Master’s level or beginning doctoral level 
7000 Doctoral level 
8000 Progression in thesis research and writing 

 
Normally, lower level courses should be taken before upper level courses.  However, for the sake 
of flexibility, most courses are open to students of all years of attendance subject to pre-requisite 
and co-requisite requirements, unless otherwise stipulated by the unit offering the course. 
 
No double-coding of a single course is allowed except specifically approved by the Academic Board. 
 
 


