
 

5.  Progress towards Graduation 

 
 
5.1 Graduation requirements 
 
All TPg students are required to fulfill certain requirements for graduation.  Some of the 
requirements are compulsory for all TPg students while some others are specific to individual 
programmes or individual students.  While each type of graduation requirements will be discussed 
in the following sections in general, students should refer to the Course List, Course Descriptions 
and Study Scheme of their own programmes for the specific requirements.   
 
5.2 Course requirements 
 
The course requirements list the required courses and elective courses, if applicable, of the 
programme.   
 
A Student who has completed comparable courses may submit an application on a prescribed form 
for exemption from some courses and/or units for approval of the Dean of the Graduate School, 
 
5.3 Postgraduates taking undergraduate courses and undergraduates taking graduate 
courses  
 
Postgraduate programmes cannot include undergraduate courses in the programme requirements 
unless exceptional approval is given by the Academic Board at the time of programme approval. 
 
However, postgraduate students may be allowed to enroll for undergraduate courses (4000 level 
or below) in the following situations: 
 
(a) Taking undergraduate courses as make-up requirements 

A student with a first degree in subject A admitted to a postgraduate degree programme in 
subject B may have to make up some undergraduate courses in subject B. 
 

(b) Taking undergraduate courses which are not required 
Postgraduate students may take other undergraduate courses, typically in a different subject, 
purely for broadening and interest, or to develop other skills (e.g., language, including a third 
language). 

 
As taking undergraduate courses may impose additional pressure on the overall workload, 
postgraduate students who wish to take undergraduate courses should first consult their 
programme directors. 



 
Undergraduate students at year three or above are allowed to take graduate courses offered 
under MPhil-PhD programmes for credit (up to nine credits total) if their cumulative GPA is above 
3.00 or by special approval of the Academic Board. 
 
For courses offered under Taught Postgraduate Programmes, special arrangements need to be 
made. The arrangements include whether the undergraduate student needs to pay additional 
tuition. It is also necessary to ensure that the credits exempted shall not exceed 50% of the total 
units required for graduation. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, undergraduate students are allowed to take graduate courses for 
credit if stipulated in exchange agreements approved by the Academic Board. 
  
If an undergraduate student who has taken graduate courses at CUHK, Shenzhen enrolls in a 
postgraduate Programme at CUHK, Shenzhen, s/he will be exempted from such course(s). 
 
5.4  Minimum Cumulative GPA 
 
Students must obtain a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or above in the required courses. 
 
5.5 Other requirements 
 
Graduate Panels may prescribe additional graduation requirements for students of their 
programmes, such as:  
 

- Language requirement, e.g., knowledge of spoken and written Chinese may be required 
for some courses 

 
- Additional requirements for individual students may be set up by the Graduate Panel, 

depending on the academic progress of the students 
 

5.6 Course and unit exemptions 
Students who have completed comparable courses may apply for exemption from some courses 
and/or units by taking the following actions: 
 
(a) check their eligibility by reading the Policy on Course and Unit Exemption for Postgraduate 

Students available on the website of the Graduate School. 
(b) consult the Graduate Panel concerned on the possibility of granting course and unit exemption. 
(c) Submit the prescribed application to the Graduate Panel together with any required supporting 

document. 
  
In each case the Graduate Panel Chair will make a recommendation for consideration and decision 
of the Dean of the Graduate School. 



 
5.7 Language policy  
 
CUHK, Shenzhen is a bilingual (Chinese and English) university.  It has three goals related to 
language proficiency at the postgraduate level:  
 
(a) At the time of admission, ensure a proper alignment of the language proficiency of students in 

a postgraduate programme with the language(s) of instruction within the programme. 
 
(b) After admission, ensure that postgraduate students have the opportunity to improve their 

language proficiency as is relevant to the postgraduate programmes in which they are enrolled. 
 
(c) Provide postgraduate students, especially those admitted with no prior exposure to the Chinese 

language and Chinese culture, opportunities to acquire such exposure before graduation. 
 
Currently, there is a university-wide English language proficiency requirement for admission into 
postgraduate programmes.  In addition, the existing policy requires each Graduate Panel to adopt  
either of the following two arrangements:  
 
(a) offer all relevant postgraduate courses in English;  
(b) offer all relevant postgraduate courses in English and/or Chinese (Putonghua as spoken 

version);  
 
Graduate Panels opting for (b) may accept overseas students who have demonstrated ability in 
Chinese and to follow lectures in Putonghua.   
   
CUHK, Shenzhen deems it desirable that students who are not native speakers of Chinese, at least 
doctoral students who will spend three years or more at the University, have some such exposure 
while they are attending the University.  They will be encouraged to take at least one course in 
Chinese language and culture, though this will not be regarded as a degree requirement.  
  
In addition, postgraduate students may have other language needs: improving proficiency in 
Chinese (Putonghua) and/or English for academic, professional or other purposes; proficiency in a 
certain language or acquaintance with a third language for broadening purposes, as required or 
recommended by particular programmes.  CUHK, Shenzhen will continue to ensure that 
appropriate language courses are offered through the relevant units. 
 


